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Parent Guide for DC Shorts Family Film Showcase 
September 8th, 11:30AM – (Followed by Q&A) – E Street Cinema  

September 15th, 12PM– Atlas Performing Arts Center 
September 15th, 12PM & 2:00PM – Angelika Film Center & Cafe 
September 16th, 12PM & 2:00PM – Angelika Film Center & Cafe 

 
The DC Shorts Family Film Showcase includes a great selection of films for kids and adults alike.  Afterward take the 
opportunity to have your kids become their own Movie Critic.   Using the following 6 key questions, and the “Ask your 
kids” below each film, delve a little deeper into what each of these films have to share.  

 
1) What is the film’s purpose (persuade, inform, entertain)?   
2) Who is the intended audience?   
3) What techniques are used to attract the audience?   
4) Who created the program?   
5) What is their message?   
6) What information did the filmmakers leave out? 

 
The Maiden & The Princess 
18 mins (Fairytale) 
USA 
Synopsis:  A young girl discovers that not all fairytales are the same. 
Ages/Themes: Ages 11+; Themes of romance, first love, and defining “normal.”  Includes a kiss between two girls. 
Ask your kids:  What are traditional stories?  Is it important to have different kinds of stories?  Do you agree/disagree 

with the council’s final decision?  Why? 
 
A Martian Picnic 
5 mins (Animation) 
USA 
Synopsis: Ollie and his dog are trying to have a quiet lunch, but the local inhabitant is making it very difficult. 
Ages/Themes: Ages 7+; Themes of confusion. 
Ask your kids: What happened to Ollie and his dog? Why did Ollie have a hard time knowing who took his lunch? 
 
La Machine A Laver (The Washing Machine) 
17 mins (Drama) 
Canada 
Synopsis: Grieving the loss of his mother, Sam finds hope in a time-traveling washing machine.  
Ages/Themes: Ages +10; Themes of death, loss and magic.  Subtitles. 
Ask your kids:  Have you ever lost someone close to you?  What do you think of time traveling?  What do you think of the 

way the film ends? 
 
Catch and Release 
7 mins (Animation) 
USA 
Synopsis: Desperate for food, a young man excels at the art of tossing fish, but soon discovers there is something 

even more important.  
Ages/Themes: Ages +8; Themes of romance, hard work, sacrifice.  



 

Ask your kids:  There is no dialogue, what techniques did the filmmaker use to let you know what the main character was 
thinking?  Why did the main character give up his apron?  Was there ever a time where you sacrificed 
something you wanted to help someone else? 

 
Barney and the Martians 
9 mins (Comedy) 
USA 
Synopsis: An elderly man uses an old ham radio to show a young boy a new/old way to communicate — with  
 unintended consequences. 
Ages/Themes: Ages 9+; Themes of role-play, imagination, and cross-generation relationships. 
Ask your kids:  Were Barney and the boy really talking to Martians? 
 
The Story of Tinytopia 
2 mins (Animation) 
USA 
Synopsis: A man learns the real impact of his choice to litter. 
Ages/Themes: Ages 8+; Themes of recycling, taking care of nature. 
Ask your kids:  How does the style of animation differ from the other animation films in this showcase? 
 
Brad & Gary 
4 mins (Animation) 
France 
Synopsis: Brad & Gary find themselves in a sticky situation with no clear way out. 
Ages/Themes: Ages 8+; Themes of conflict resolution and learning from your mistakes. 
Ask your kids:  How did the film’s opening sequence give you clues about the story?  What would you do if your finger 

got stuck in your ear or your nose? 
 
Asternauts 
16 mins (Science Fiction) 
Germany 
Synopsis: Earl and Joe have a close encounter with the unexpected.  Have aliens really answered Joe’s call?  
Ages/Themes: Ages 10+; Themes of thinking big, embracing the unknown, brotherly relationships. 
Ask your kids:  Do you think aliens exist?  Why does Earl change his perspective at the end of the film? 
 
 
 


